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The Wakefield Township annual meeting was called to order by Clerk, Heidi Stalboerger, shortly after 8:00 pm 
at the Wakefield Town Hall, 22295 Frostview Road, Cold Spring, Minnesota. Attendees include Heidi 
Stalboerger, Cathy Backes, Engineer Jeff Oliver, Cheryl Foster, Jon Lentz, Zach Braegelmann, Dan Weber, Todd 
Menke, Addie Turkowski, Kris Whittlef, Jan Decker, Mark Stalboerger, Tony Terwey, Erin Botten, Tyler Botten, 
Boniface Sand, John Willenbring, Kurt Hemmesch, Pat Stalboerger, Glen Stalboerger, Nick Demuth, Brian 
Gertken, Diane Gertken, Todd Bauer, Dave Dold, Mark Mix, Jane Welle, Gene Welle, John Decker, Kevin 
Dierkhising, Mary Huettl, Donna Stone, Marty Stone, Jeff Hennen, Ryan Hennen, Doug Schmitz and Kris 
Dockendorf.  
 

The Clerk called the meeting to order, led the pledge of allegiance and asked for nominations for a moderator. 
MARK STALBOERGER NOMINATED TONY TERWEY AS MODERATOR, SECONDED BY DAVE DOLD. WITH NO 
OTHER NOMINATIONS, TONY TERWEY ACCEPTED THE NOMINATION TO MODERATE THE ANNUAL MEETING. 
 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY KURT HEMMESCH SECONDED BY MARY HUETTL TO APPROVE THE AGEND WITH 
CORRECTIONS TO THE DATE OF THE MEETING. MOTION CARRIED. 
 

Clerk Stalboerger read the minutes of the March 12, 2024 Annual Meeting. A MOTION WAS MADE BY KURT 
HEMMESCH SECONDED BY BRIAN GERTKEN TO ACCEPT THE 2024 ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES AS 
PRESENTED. MOTION CARRIED.  
 

The Clerk presented a report of the Board of Audit. A MOTION WAS MADE BY JANE WELLE SECONDED BY 
JOHN WILLENBRING TO ACCEPT THE BOARD OF AUDIT REPORT AS PRESENTED. MOTION CARRIED.  
 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY JOHN WILLENBRING SECONDED BY MARY HUETTL TO READ A SYNOPSIS OF THE 
TREASURERS REPORT. MOTION CARRIED.  
Treasurer Cathy Backes read the 2024 Treasurers Report. Backes highlighted the income and expense 
balances, profit and loss and CD schedule.   
A MOTION WAS MADE BY NICK DEMUTH SECONDED BY DAVE DOLD TO ACCEPT THE TREASURERS REPORT 
AS PRESENTED. MOTION CARRIED.  
 

Patrol Captain Jon Lentz, Stearns County Sheriff Department, was present to give an update of calls occurring 
in February 2025 and all of 2024.  Lentz reported that the report was average.  He reviewed the coding of calls 
and stated that the county switched computer systems in November 2024 that may result in a difference of 
calls listed on his report.  He will review and make sure the township has any updates available.  He was 
thanked as well as the Stearns County Sheriff’s Department for their service.   
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Chief Dan Weber was present to give an update of the Cold Spring Fire Department for 2024.  Of 645 total calls 
(100 more than 2023), eighty-six calls were in Wakefield Township, of those, eleven were fire related and 
seventy-five medical related.  Weber gave an update on membership, equipment and community 
involvement.  The proposed new fire hall will be completed by the end of 2025.  Dave Dold asked how many 
calls go to the nursing home facility in Cold Spring.  Weber stated that they responded to 118 calls there in 
2024.  The group discussed if there was a possibility of having an ambulance service set up at the new fire hall 
for response to lift assist/rescue calls, like the nursing home.  Weber explained a system to predict where calls 
will be located is currently in place and that even if an ambulance service was stationed at the fire hall in Cold 
Spring, they may not be there when the calls come in.  Weber stated that the Fire Department anticipates 
hiring 2-3 full time department members within the next five years.  Chief Weber was thanked for his service 
and that of the Cold Spring Fire Department.   
 

Assistant Chief Zach Braegelmann was present to give an annual update for the Chain of Lakes Fire & Rescue 
District. Braegelmann stated that six of the department members were presented with a lifesaving award for a 
call they responded to in 2024.  Braegelmann reviewed the total calls in 2024, of which forty-six occurred in 
Wakefield Township. Braegelmann reported that they currently have 26 members.  He reviewed the 
department fleet and equipment. He reported donations received, including an automated lawn mower.  He 
discussed the capital replacement plan and reported that although the department had scheduled to replace 
the rescue vehicle, the fire hall generator was replaced instead.  Braegelmann reported on grants received as 
well as donations from the Relief Association to purchase electric tools and a training facility for controlled 
burns that will be available for use in May 2025.  There is no change in the operating budget from last year.  
Braegelmann and the Chain of Lakes Fire Department were thanked for their service to the community. Marty 
Stone stated that the Farming Lions Club donates to area fire departments from charitable gambling funds, 
and he would like to visit with Braegelmann to discuss items in need of funding for the Chain of Lakes Fire and 
Rescue Department.   
 

Wakefield Township Assessor Cheryl Foster was present. Foster reviewed the new increase for the Homestead 
Credit.  She stated that tax statements would be mailed out soon.  Foster stated that the date for the Local 
Board of Appeal and Equalization will take place at the Wakefield Town Hall on April 14, 2025 at 9:30 am.  
Foster reviewed the 21 eligible sales in the township with a sales ratio that will be increased by approximately 
2-4% to arrive at 96%.  Foster reported that value in the township increased by nearly 5 million dollars.  Foster 
reviewed the current (and past) tax capacity rates for the township and other municipalities in the area.  
Foster was thanked for her service to the township.  
 

Jeff Oliver, WSB Engineering, reviewed upcoming road projects that will be taking place in 2025 on Knaus Lake 
Circle and Oster Point Road as well as a failing culvert on 188th Avenue.  Oliver recapped the 2024 road 
construction projects on 241st Street and 158th Avenue and an overlay on 178th Avenue and Fieldcrest Road.  
Oliver reviewed the color-coded map of upcoming road projects.  An update to the pavement management 
plan has been authorized the by Wakefield Township Board.  The pavement ratings help to identify when it is 
optimal to perform improvements to roads to maximize the lifespan of the road.  Nick Demuth asked about a 
utility project in the area that may be located in the jurisdiction of the county or state.  Oliver will investigate.   
 

Treasurer Backes reported that $20,986.77 was spent on Sportsman’s Park in 2024, from a $30,000 levy 
amount, with $15,811 spent on the softball park and $5,175 on the pavilion park as well as a $100 donation.  
Backes explained the expenses in those categories.  The township has formed a park committee, who are 
working to find a park manager to run the park.  Kurt Hemmesch met with the youth baseball and softball 
teams board to discuss park use and the possibility of a management agreement or purchase of the park from 



 

 

the township.  The youth board was not interested.  Hemmesch stated that the youth teams may consider 
paying a fee per player to use the ball fields.  Hemmesch will follow up with the youth board.  Glen Stalboerger 
inquired if there are any other organizations that might be interested in managing or purchasing the park.  
Hemmesch stated that he is also discussing this possibility with Tom, Tim and Brian Kraemer, who have a 
charitable park organization and will continue discussions with them as well.  John Willenbring reported that 
the township received a grant from Stearns County for improvements to the park, including pavilion updates, 
parking spaces (handicap accessibility), and an 18-hole disc golf course.  
 

The proposed 2025 levy was reviewed.  
-The group discussed an overview of the expenses paid from the General Revenue Fund. The General Revenue 
Fund proposed amount was reviewed.  A MOTION WAS MADE BY JOHN WILLENBRING SECONDED BY DAVE 
DOLD TO APPROVE THE 2026 GENERAL FUND LEVY AMOUNT OF $460,000. MOTION CARRIED.  
-The group discussed the Park Fund levy item with discussion. A MOTION WAS MADE BY JANE WELLE 
SECONDED BY JOHN WILLENBRING TO INCREASE THE PARK FUND FROM THE RECOMMENDED $30,000 TO 
$35,000 TO HELP PAY FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO THE PAVILION AND DISC GOLF COURSE.  FAILED DUE TO LACK 
OF APPROVAL MOTION.  A MOTION WAS MADE BY JOHN WILLENBRING SECONDED BY KEVIN DIERKHISING 
TO APPROVE THE 2026 PARK FUND LEVY AMOUNT OF $30,000. MOTION CARRIED.  
-The group discussed the Equipment Fund levy item. Mark Stalboerger requested that the township board 
create a capital improvement plan to review at the 2026 Annual Meeting.  A MOTION WAS MADE BY KURT 
HEMMESCH SECONDED BY NICK DEMUTH TO APPROVE THE 2026 EQUIPMENT FUND LEVY AMOUNT OF 
$50,000. MOTION CARRIED.  
-The group discussed the Road and Bridge levy item, upcoming projects and the increased cost of maintaining 
roads. A MOTION WAS MADE BY DAVE DOLD SECONDED BY JANE WELLE TO APPROVE THE 2026 ROAD AND 
BRIDGE FUND LEVY AMOUNT OF $840,000. MOTION CARRIED.  
-The Snowplow and Sanding Fund proposed amount was reviewed. The group advised that the unused portion 
of the funds to be moved to the Equipment Fund balance, as established in the past and if the levy amount of 
the salt/sand and snowplowing exceeds the amount levied, the balance should be taken from the general 
fund. A MOTION WAS MADE BY KURT HEMMESCH SECONDED BY BRIAN GERTKEN TO APPROVE THE 2026 
SNOWPLOW AND SANDING FUND LEVY AMOUNT OF $40,000; FURTHERMORE, TO TRANSFER SURPLUS 
AMOUNTS TO THE EQUIPMENT FUND AND TRANSFER FUNDS FROM THE GENERAL FUNDS FOR SNOWPLOW 
AND SANDING FUND DEFECITS. MOTION CARRIED. 
-The Fire Protection Fund proposed amount was reviewed. Willenbring reviewed information regarding cost 
data and meetings he has attended for contract renegotiation.  The CSFD contract is a five-year contract 
through 12/31/26.  The group discussed the current formula based on a three-year call average, population 
and market value (taxable and non-taxable structures only).  Willenbring reviewed the current percentage 
from 2024 of the service that was used by Wakefield Township, which averaged out to 11-13% for fire and 
rescue calls/hours.  The 2024 totals will be applied to the contract formula for billing in 2025.  The percentage 
of the budget that Wakefield Township was billed for in 2024 was 21.71%.  The city requested that the 
townships commit to pay the contract amount (21.71% from 2024) towards the cost of the new fire hall, 
which would be just over $100,000 annually for the term of their bond, 30 years, over and above the cost for 
service. The electors present overwhelmingly stated that they are not in favor of paying the city for the 
construction of the fire hall, especially since the city council turned down an offer from the townships 
(Wakefield, Collegeville and Luxemburg) to form a joint powers agreement for ownership (and costs) of the 
fire department and the contract the that township has with the city is for service. The electors also stated 
that the township had no voice with the city council in the construction size, location or expense of the fire 
hall.  When the contract was negotiated between the townships and the city council, the townships added a 
generous line item for capital expenditures, (for future truck or equipment purchases or the construction of a 



 

 

new fire hall), of a 30% increase every five years, with no more than a 10% increase in one year.  Willenbring 
reviewed the amount of money contributed to the city for capital equipment or expenditures over the last 30 
years with a total of just over $1,064,000. It was explained to the city councilors that were present at the 
meeting, Ryan Hennen, Doug Schmitz and Administrator Kris Dockendorf, that the electors of the township set 
the levy each year, which prevents a commitment of any payment (other than township debt) to be 
committed.  The city council members that were there were asked to present a formula for service that is 
equitable and applied to all municipalities receiving service from the Cold Spring Fire Department, including 
the City of Cold Spring, Township of Wakefield, Collegeville and Luxemburg.  Kris Dockendorf confirmed that 
the $8,405,000 debt issuance the city secured for the cost of construction of the new fire was approved based 
on the city finances only, with no township commitment or obligation towards debt repayment.  Boniface 
Sand stated that it is unreasonable to assume that the township residents would make payments for the 
construction of fire hall building when our contract is for service only.  The electors also mention that the 
negotiation of the contract is between the city council and the township board, and is separate from those 
who provide excellent fire and rescue service to the township.  A MOTION WAS MADE BY JANE WELLE 
SECONDED BY DAVE DOLD TO APPROVE THE 2026 FIRE PROTECTION LEVY AMOUNT OF $140,000.  MOTION 
CARRIED.  
-The township has no debt. 
-MOTION BY KURT HEMMESCH SECONDED BY BRIAN GERTKEN TO SET A 2026 LEVY AMOUNT OF 
$1,560,000.  MOTION CARRIED.   
 

Pre-certified election results were reviewed. Seventy-five ballots were cast. For the Office of Supervisor, Glen 
“Woody” Stalboerger received sixty-three votes and the following write in votes were tallied: Shawn Garding 
received eight votes, Cliff Johnson received two votes, Rob Backes received one vote and Tony Terwey 
received one vote.   
 

Regularly attended meetings were reviewed;  Cold Spring Fire Department, Chain of Lakes Fire and Rescue 
Department, Cold Spring City Council and Planning Commission, Richmond City Council and Planning 
Commission, Stearns County Township Officers Meeting, Stearns County Board of Commissioners Meeting, 
Stearns County Planning Commission and Board of Adjustment Meetings, Wakefield Township Planning 
Commission meetings, Stearns County Board of Adjustment and Minnesota Association of Township Meeting 
and/or Training Courses and Park Meetings. A MOTION WAS MADE BY KEVIN DIERKHISING AND SECONDED 
BY JANE WELLE TO APPROVE A QUORUM OF BOARD ATTENDANCE AT THE ABOVE-MENTIONED REGULARLY 
SCHEDULED MEETINGS WITHOUT SPECIAL NOTICE. MOTION CARRIED. 
 

The 2026 Election date and voting hours were reviewed. A MOTION WAS MADE BY DAVE DOLD AND 
SECONDED BY KURT HEMMESCH TO APPROVE THE 2026 WAKEFIELD TOWNSHIP ANNUAL ELECTION ON 
MARCH 10, 2026, VOTING HOURS FROM 4:00 PM – 8:00 PM AND THE ANNUAL MEETING ON MARCH 10, 
2026, AT 8:00 PM AT THE WAKEFIELD TOWN HALL, 22295 FROSTVIEW ROAD, COLD SPRING MINNESOTA. 
MOTION CARRIED.  
 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY JOHN WILLENBRING AND SECONDED BY DAVE DOLD TO ADJOURN THE 2025 
WAKEFIELD TOWNSHIP ANNUAL MEETING AT 10:15 PM. MOTION CARRIED. 
 

Respectfully Submitted,     Approved By, 
 
 
/s/Heidi M. Stalboerger, Clerk    /s/Tony Terwey, Moderator 


