MINUTES
WAKEFIELD TOWNSHIP SPECIAL BOARD MEETING
APRIL 28, 2025 6:30PM
22295 FROSTVIEW ROAD, COLD SPRING, MN 56320

1. Chair Dave Dold called the special meeting to order at 6:30PM and led the Pledge of
Allegiance. Board Members present: Supervisors Dave Dold, John Willenbring, Glen
Stalboerger, Clerk Heidi Stalboerger, Treasurer Cathy Backes and Deputy Clerk Kris
Whittlef. Others present: Kevin Dierkhising, Shawn Garding, Gene and Jane Welle,
Lonnie Drontle, Kurt Hemmesch, Adam Gorres, Ryan Holthaus, Trent Berg and Nic Stang.

2. Agenda: MOTION BY SUPERVISOR WILLENBRING SECONDED BY SUPERVISOR DOLD TO
APPROVE THE AGENDA AS PRESENTED. MOTION CARRIED 3-0.

3. Discussion of Sportsman’s Park:

A. Shawn Garding met with the Cold Spring Area Youth Sports Association (CSAYSA).
CSAYSA discussed payment for using the fields and agreed to mow the grass at the
ball park from May 1%-August 1% in exchange for the fees, or they would pay an
amount for use of fields. The mowing would not include spring or fall clean up,
maintenance of fields, fertilizing and no weed control, not to mention that the
township would still need to hire someone to complete lawn cares needs for the
remainder of the season (and the rest of the park). The Board reviewed two bids for
lawn care (to include all lawn care/management needs for the entire park) from Elite
Mowing and Gold Star Mowing Service. The group agreed -that collecting a fee from
CSAYSA is more beneficial and would help to offset lawn mowing for the park. It was
noted that no income was generated by park use or fees last year for the Township.
Ryan Holthaus stated there is a dire need for places for the Youth teams to play.
Currently they have 435 kids between CSAYSA and the Flames (girls’ softball) teams.
Holthaus stated that the availability of using the park would eliminate the need to
travel to other parks. There is an Over 35 Women'’s league that will not be playing at
Sportsman’s Park in 2025. The group discussed how fees would be collected for field
use; in which case the fee schedule may need to be updated. Trent Berg (who
currently organizes the Men’s League and the Men’s September Tournaments) is
very interested in managing the softball park. He mentioned that he has someone in
mind to do the mowing. The group listed items that would need to be managed and
Berg was open to reviewing a management agreement. The group further
mentioned the possibility of income generated by league fees that would help offset
concessions inventory. The township reviewed grants and funds received for the
park; $21,750 from Stearns County Parks Department parkland dedication fees,
(representing fees collected from plats in Wakefield Township), as well as a matching
grant from the Stearns County Parks Department in the amount of $50,000, of which
$30,105 has been spent on qualified park updates. The group discussed the softball



parcel split (west ballfield away from the pavilion parcel) and combination (with the
east ballfield) that is in progress. The Board directed Clerk Stalboerger to work with
the Township Attorney and Trent Bert towards a Management Agreement. JANE
WELLE MADE A MOTION TO CONTINUE TO MAKE IMPROVEMENTS ON THE PARK
WITH THE PARK GRANT MONEY FROM STEARNS COUNTY. MOTION FAILED DUE TO
LACK OF SECOND. (Welle is a member of the Park Committee and not a Board
Supervisor). Garding stated that he is working with an organization that may be
interested in managing the portion of the park by the pavilion in the future, but that
group is not yet ready to step forward. Nic Stang inquired as to why the township
wants the park and what is the value for the Township to have a park. It seemed to
him that the Township is apprehensive about moving forward and would rather have
another organization manage or operate the park. Supervisor Dold stated that the
residents that attended the last couple annual meetings did not want to spend
public funds on the park until the township had the funds. Dold went on to say that
opportunities for fundraising are limited as a result of the township owning the park,
since the township is prohibited from soliciting donations for the park.

Willenbring stated that the doors on the pavilion are installed but not complete.
Dierkhising will meet with the contractor on Wednesday. Willenbring will call David
Barsody, Building Inspector, for final inspections. Willenbring will continue to work
on a sand point well as the sand point well that was previously used is dry.
Willenbring affirmed that a sand point well can be used for water source as long as a
water test confirms it is safe for consumption.

. Adam Gorres gave an update on the Disc Golf Course. Some of the tee pads have
sand on them. Willenbring will be requesting cement quotes. The basket locations
for the first 2 are done. The group has also been gathering debris and identifying
walking trails. Clerk Stalboerger reminded the group that anyone volunteering at the
park needs to have volunteer forms completed (Volunteer Service Contract).
Willenbring stated that he has a file for the volunteer forms and will continue to
collect them. Willenbring reported that all the firewood is gone and they have a
brush mower for brush removal.

. Gorres sent a donation request to Coldspring Granite but has not heard back. Clerk
Stalboerger reiterated that the township is restricted from soliciting donations. She
further stated that the township has the ability to accept unsolicited donations by
resolution.

Jane Welle inquired if the Park Committee could create a 501(c)(3) called “Friends of
the Park”. Clerk Stalboerger shared information from the Minnesota Secretary of
State website regarding the creation of an organization. Dold inquired with TKI
about getting rid of old refrigerators, picnic tables and other garbage from the park.
He was told to bring the items to TKI for the Community Clean Up Day on May 3™
from 8-noon.



Kevin Dierkhising, Kurt Hemmesch and John Willenbring plan to meet 8:00 Saturday morning to
bring items to TKI. Willenbring mentioned that Eagle Scouts have contacted him about service
projects they would like to complete at the park.

Jane Welle requested an easement so they can continue to use the driveway on the park
property leading to their shop. She requested an easement of 40 x 250. Clerk Stalboerger
contacted the attorney to inquire about options, including an easement, boundary line
adjustment or an encroachment agreement. Lonnie Drontle asked about getting an easement
for his private well on the park property. Clerk Stalboerger will research how to handle each
request individually and get back to the Board.

Willenbring proposed a Park Committee meeting at the park Pavillion for the next meeting on
May 19th at 6:30 PM (not the township board).

5. MOTION BY SUPERVISOR WILLINGBRING, SECONDED BY SUPERVISOR STALBOERGER TO
ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 8:22 PM. MOTION CARRIED 3-0.

Respectfully submitted, Approved by:

/s/Kris Whittlef, Deputy Clerk /s/Dave Dold, Chair

This meeting may be recorded as an aid to the Clerk for minute taking purposes. The approved minutes are the official record of the township.



