
MINUTES 
WAKEFIELD TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING 

AUGUST 7, 2025 6:30 PM 
22295 FROSTVIEW ROAD, COLD SPRING, MN 56320 

 
Supervisors present: Dave Dold, John Willenbring, Glen “Woody” Stalboerger, Clerk Heidi Stalboerger, Deputy 
Clerk Kris Whittlef, Treasurer Cathy Backes, Maintenance Todd Menke, and WSB Jeff Oliver.  
Also in attendance: Molly Thompson and Riann George. 

 
Open Public Forum: NONE 
 
SUPERVISOR WILLENBRING MOVED TO APPROVE THE AGENDA AND CONSENT AGENDA. SUPERVISOR 
STALBOERGER SECONDED. MOTION CARRIED 3-0 
 
Stearns County Sheriff’s office was unavailable to give an update of calls from the month of July. 
 
2024 Audit Presentation – Molly Thompson, Schlenner, Wenner & Co presented the 2024 Audited Financial 
Statements for the year ended December 31, 2024.  Thompson went on to say that the audit went well and 
presented the Board with a clean opinion. MOTION BY SUPERVISOR STALBOERGER, SECONDED BY 
SUPERVISOR WILLENBRING, TO APPROVE THE 2024 AUDIT AS PRESENTED BY MOLLY THOMPSON, SCHLENNER 
WENNER & CO. MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
 
Engineer Update – Jeff Oliver, WSB, Inc. was present to discuss road projects. 

A. 188th Culvert Replacement – Design work was completed. The engineer’s estimate was $160,000. The 
bids were opened on 8/7/25 at 10:00 am. MOTION BY SUPERVISOR WILLENBRING SECONDED BY 
SUPERVISOR STALBOERGER TO AWARD THE 188TH CULVERT REPLACEMENT PROJECT TO TS 
DIRTWORKS IN THE AMOUNT OF $142,114 AS PRESENTED.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 

B. 2025 Street Reconstruction Project – The preconstruction meeting was held on July 2, 2025 with a start 
date of August 8-11.  With other projects slowed by weather, the updated start date is September 14-
16.  Completion date is expected within three weeks.  WSB is drafting a letter to the residents with the 
updated construction time line.   

C. Fireside Road/Woodland Hills – The preliminary work for the project, including survey and pavement 
cores, has been completed.  Concept designs for the far west portion of the project from County Road 
2 to the City of Cold Spring portion of the road are part of the design.  Oliver will forward these options 
when they are available. 

D. 260th Street – Collegeville Township has expressed interest in a joint project on 260th Street for a 2026 
project.  They have requested addition information, including a preliminary design and cost estimate.  
Funds from the Local Road Improvement Program (LRIP) will not be requested as this project does not 
fit the criteria. 

* The group discussed the 3rd Ave SE project and reviewed City of Cold Spring minutes.  Supervisor Dold 
stated that he was at that meeting with Todd Menke, Jeff Oliver and Heidi Stalboerger.  The Board 
reviewed the options that were discussed at the meeting, including reclaim and repave in the same 
location, straighten the road and add bike lanes and patching immediately for safe passage, contrary to 
what the Cold Spring minutes state. The Board discussed if there is a crash record on the road and how the 
road will change when the Cold Spring Granite Company requests annexation of the property on the east 
side of the road. The group stated that in the event that the road is straightened and bike lanes are added, 
the shared portion of the road is the only section with shared financial responsibility, as the line road 



agreement states, and to the township road standards.  Costs incurred for improvements outside of the 
shared road portion (on the city streets) and to the city street standards or above township road standards 
will be the financial responsibility of the City. 

 
Alexander Schaefer – Variance Request to construct/expand a garage in the township road right of way. 
Supervisor Dold opened the Board of Adjustment at 7:25. Clerk Stalboerger reviewed the request and staff 
report with findings and recommendation from the public hearing held by the Planning Commission. 
MOTION BY SUPERVISOR WILLENBRING SECONDED BY SUPERVISOR STALBOERGER TO APPROVE #2025-009 
RESOLUTION ACCEPTING FINAL FINDINGS OF FACT AND APPROVING VARIANCE FOR ALEXANDER SCHAEFER 
FOR PID 36.24317.0000 TO CONSTRUCT/EXPAND A RESIDENTIAL ACCESSORY STRUCTURE 43 FEET FROM THE 
CENTERLINE OF KNAUS LAKE CIRCLE, A TOWNSHIP ROAD. MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
Supervisor Dold adjourned the Board of Adjustment meeting at 7:27.  
 
Trent Berg – Temporary Liquor License Request, Sportsman’s Park, September 12-14, 2025:  Withdrawn. 
Berg stated that cost of the license and insurance waiver is cost prohibitive.   
 
Maintenance Update – Todd Menke: 
Road Update – ASTECH completed the crack filling and Mastic. Menke was impressed with the Mastic process 
and recommended this for future projects. The group discussed applying dust control on the gravel roads.  The 
Board directed Menke to have dust control done as soon as possible this year.  
*The Boom Mower Header is in at a cost of $13,484. Menke will make arrangements to pick it up. 
*The Board discussed the remaining items to be completed on the 2024 Road Project (241st Street/158th 
Avenue). 
*The group discussed the equipment fund and discussed maintenance equipment to be replaced in the future, 
such as: front end loader, snow plow truck, skid loader and lawn mower.  
 
Clerk Update – Heidi Stalboerger: 
*The town hall and maintenance building windows were washed.  The mulch in front of the town hall building 
is spreading auxiliary fungus on the siding, windows and flag poles.  The Board requested that Menke get 
prices on new mulch, rubber mulch and pavers to replace the mulch in front of the town hall building.  Clerk 
Stalboerger got a quote to have the town hall and maintenance building power washed.  MOTION BY 
SUPERVISOR WILLENBRING SECONDED BY SUPERVISOR STALBOERGER TO APPROVE DAVE’S PRECISION TO 
POWER WASH THE TOWN HALL BUILDING AND MAINTENANCE BUILDING IN THE AMOUNT OF $600 AS 
PRESENTED. MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
*The group discussed Short Term Rentals located in the township, new and existing, as well as the 
performance standards for the license from Stearns County and the ramifications for non-compliance. 
*Stalboerger reviewed the Local Board of Appeals and Equalization training schedule.  Supervisor’s Dold and 
Willenbring are certified until 2028. Clerk Stalboerger will send LBAE training information to Supervisor 
Stalboerger.   
*Stalboerger highlighted a few of the articles in the ‘Insider’ magazine from the Minnesota Association of 
Townships, specifically an article on townships who buy fire protection services from nearby cities.   
 
Treasurer’s Report – Cathy Backes: 
Backes reviewed the list of payments and invoices.  MOTION BY SUPERVISOR WILLENBRING SECONDED BY 
SUPERVISOR DOLD TO APPROVE THE AUGUST 7, 2025 TREASURERS REPORT AS PRESENTED; FURTHERMORE, 
TO APPROVE THE JULY 2, JULY 16, JULY 30 AND AUGUST 7, 2025 LIST OF PAYMENTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 
(COLLECTED FROM JULY 1-31, 2025), CHECK NUMBERS 20415-20451, AS PRESENTED BY THE CLERK AND 
TREASURER. MOTION CARRIED 2-0.  Backes reviewed the monthly reports.  Backes stated that the $220,000 



CD is maturing that is currently held at Falcon Bank.  Backes reviewed CD rates from local financial 
organizations and stated that the township should be looking for a 6-month CD before the township would 
need the funds.  MOTION BY SUPERVISOR STALBOERGER SECONDED BY SUPERVISOR WILLENBRING TO RE-
INVEST $220,000 AT FALCON NATIONAL BANK FOR A RATE OF 4.3% FOR 6-MONTHS AS PRESENTED.  MOTION 
CARRIED 3-0. 
 
Fire Department Updates – Glen Stalboerger: 
Supervisor Stalboerger gave an update of calls from the Chain of Lakes Fire and Rescue meeting. The Chain of 
Lakes were able to invest $20,000 into a CD at Falcon National Bank with an interest rate of 4.2%.  Supervisor 
Stalboerger went on to say that the Chain of Lakes Fire and Rescue Department plans to have an Open House 
in September to reveal the new training facility. 
Supervisor Dold stated that he recently spoke with a couple of the Cold Spring City Council members regarding 
the proposed Cold Spring fire contract.  He was inquiring to ensure that the contract is equitable for all 
municipalities serviced by the department.   
 
Sportsman’s Park Updates – John Willenbring: 
Supervisor Willenbring stated that Berg is doing a good job maintaining the softball park.  The Park Committee 
has researched possible septic designs; septic system (with tank and drain field) or holding tank.  The Board 
discussed the park area, use, cost, funding, progress, future and grant requirements.  MOTION BY SUPERVISOR 
DOLD SECONDED BY SUPERVISOR STALBOERGER TO APPROVE ZIMMERMAN DIVERSIFIED SERVICES SEPTIC 
DESIGN IN THE AMOUNT OF $850, WHICH INCLUDES A $150 SITE FEE TO STEARNS COUNTY. MOTION CARRIED 
3-0.  
MOTION BY SUPERVISOR STALBOERGER SECONDED BY SUPERVISOR DOLD TO APPROVE JENNINGS WELL 
DRILLING TO DRILL A WELL IN THE AMOUNT OF $6,595 AS PRESENTED.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0.  
Supervisor Willenbring stated that there is a Boy Scout who is interested in the park for an Eagle Scout project 
of creating a picnic site.  Supervisor Willenbring gave a pavilion update as well as a disc golf update. 
 
General Questions and Comments from Board of Supervisors: Supervisor Dold and Mark Stalboerger, 
Wakefield Township At-Large Member, attended the Tri-City Cable meeting.  The Tri-City Cable Board is 
currently researching new cameras.  There are issues with lack of funds for the service.  The Tri-City Cable 
members are researching funding sources.    
 
MOTION BY SUPERVISOR STALBOERGER SECONDED BY SUPERVISOR WILLENBRING TO ADJOURN THE 
MEETING AT 9:41 PM. MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,    Approved by, 
 
 
 
/s/Kris Whittlef, Deputy Clerk    /s/Dave Dold, Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: Items listed in the Consent Agenda are acted upon without discussion and are all approved with a single motion.  When the Town Chair calls for a motion 
on the Consent Agenda, the Board Members may ask to have an item removed from the list for discussion later on the agenda. 
This meeting may be recorded as an aid to the Clerk for minute taking purposes.  The approved minutes are the official record of the township. 


