
MINUTES 

WAKEFIELD TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING 

FEBRUARY 6, 2025 6:30 PM 

22295 FROSTVIEW ROAD, COLD SPRING, MN 56320 

1. Town Chair Shawn Garding called the Monthly Meeting to Order at 6:31PM and led the Pledge of 

Allegiance. Supervisors present: Shawn Garding, John Willenbring, Dave Dold, Clerk Heidi Stalboerger, 

Treasurer Cathy Backes, Deputy Treasurer Addie Turkowski, Maintenance Todd Menke, WSB Jeff Oliver, Mark 

Stalboerger, Jan Decker, Kris Whittlef, James Kruger, Jordan Riley, Adam Lubbers. 

2. Open Public Forum: N/A 

3. SUPERVISOR DOLD MOVED TO APPROVE THE AGENDA AND CONSENT AGENDA. SUPERVISOR WILLENBRING 

SECONDED. MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. *Consent Agenda: 

A. Special Meeting December 30, 2024 

Recommendation: TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 30, 2024 SPECIAL 

MEETING AS PRESENTED. 

B. Monthly Meeting January 2, 2025 

Recommendation: TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 2, 2025 MONTHLY 

MEETING AS PRESENTED. 

C. Special Meeting January 27, 2025 

Recommendation: TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 27, 2025 SPECIAL 

MEETING AS PRESENTED. 

D. Appointment of Planning Commissioners 

Recommendation: TO APPOINT PLANNING COMMISSIONER KEVIN DIERKHISING AND 

PLANNING COMMISSIONER MARK STALBOERGER TO A THREE-YEAR TERM FROM 2025- 

2028. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Stearns County Sheriff’s Update – Sheriff Jon Lentz gave the update for January and noted that it was an 

average month of calls for Wakefield Township. 

6. 6:45 pm: Tree/Vegetation Removal 210th Street - Public Hearing requested by James Kruger 

A. Chair Opens the Public Hearing: Time Opened: 6:45PM  

B. Clerk Stalboerger presented Affidavit of Posting and Affidavit of Service by Mail as required 

C. Background of Request: All residents on the affected area of 210th Street and Emerald Hill Road were given 

notification of tree and brush trimming in the road right of way and informed of the opportunity to request a 

public hearing concerning tree removal adjacent to their property. James Kruger requested a public hearing. 

All of the Supervisors conducted a site visit. James Kruger’s concern is that he is an organic farmer, and the 

trees have a purpose for coverage on his farm. State Statute regarding tree removal was review by the group. 

Mr. Kruger marked trees that he felt should be saved within 33 feet of the center of the driven surface of 210th 



Street. Chair Garding reminded Mr. Kruger that the township can and should cut trees and brush in the right-

of-way for safety purposes of the general traveling public.  The township supervisors listened to the concerns 

of Mr. Kruger. Supervisor Willenbring noted the timeline for tree removal considering the Long-Eared Bat 

restrictions and other regulations.   

D. Chair Garding called for those wishing to speak three times: No comments (Clerk Stalboerger added she did 

not receive any comments in writing as well.) 

E. Chair Closes the Public Hearing: SUPERVISOR DOLD MOVED TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AND 

SUPERVISOR WILLENBRING SECONDED. MOTION CARRIED 3-0. Town Chair Garding closed the public hearing 

at 7:37PM.  

F. Discussion Amongst the Board of Supervisors: The Supervisors noted the concerns of Mr. Kruger, however 

the Wakefield Township will need to remove or trim these trees for safety concerns, in the right-of-way as per 

the State Statute on Tree Trimming.  

G. Action by the Board of Supervisors: SUPERVISOR WILLENBRING MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #2025-

005 RESOLUTION REGARDING TREE REMOVAL AT 14705 210TH STREET, COLD SPRING, MINNESOTA AS 

PRESENTED. SUPERVISOR DOLD SECONDED. MOTION CARRIED 3-0. Todd Menke will inform James Kruger 

when the trees will be cut or trimmed, and Mr. Kruger will be able to keep the wood. There will be no 

spraying. 

 

7. Fireside Road Minor Preliminary and Final Plat – Woodland Hills Homeowners Association: Minutes of the 

Planning Commission was provided to the board and Clerk Stalboerger encouraged the board to review the 

plats. The Planning Commission had no concerns.  SUPERVISOR WILLENBRING MOVED TO APPROVE FIRESIDE 

ROAD PRELIMINARY AND FINAL PLAT AS PRESENTED; FURTHERMORE, TO DIRECT THE CHAIR AND THE CLERK 

TO SIGN THE PRELIMINARY AND FINAL PLAT. SUPERVISOR DOLD SECONDED. MOTION CARRIED 3-0. Clerk 

Stalboerger had the Town Chair sign the Plat Approval and provided one copy to the Woodland Hills HOA.  

8. Engineer Update – Jeff Oliver, WSB, Inc. 

A. 188th Avenue Culvert Replacement: Jeff Oliver submitted option details for replacing the culvert on 188th 

Avenue. Of the three options presented he recommended option 2 with 4x6 reinforced concrete. Option 2 

includes box culverts that will last from 50 to 100 years at an approximate cost of $195,000. Soil borings are 

still needed before the board can make a final decision. SUPERVISOR WILLENBRING MOVED TO AUTHORIZE 

WSB TO COMPLETE SOIL BORINGS ON 188TH AVE. CULVERT REPLACEMENT. SUPERVISOR DOLD SECONDED. 

MOTION CARRIED 3-0.  

B. 2025 Road and Bridge Project: North side of Oster Point Road is a wetland. The Wetland Conservation Act 

recommends, avoid, minimize, or mitigate. It may take 3-4 months to assess. Oliver recommends not to widen 

the road as it would be an unnecessary expense. He recommends a public information meeting towards the 

end of March with the residents of Oster Point Road, especially on the south side where there is a water run-

off concern. Clerk Stalboerger will schedule. 

C. Fireside Court Reconstruction: 3rd Avenue SE was discussed concerning an orderly annexation, the Board 

decided not to move forward but WSB wants to know how 3rd Avenue SE affects the Fireside Road 

Reconstruction. Supervisor Willenbring suggested Fireside Road reconstruction for 2026 with bids going out in 



December. WSB will work on design to be ready. They need to do core and soil samples to estimate the costs 

of Fireside Road reconstruction. They will provide cost estimates as much as they are able. 

9. Maintenance Update – Todd Menke 

A. Update on 550 Ford Truck Order: The costs will be $1052 less than previously  discussed. 

B. Emerald Hill Road – Todd is keeping an eye on the ice on top of this road to salt and plow. 

C. Maintenance Building Garage Door Service: New bearings were needed for the garage door opener. 

 

10. Clerk Update – Heidi Stalboerger 

A. TKI Spring Clean Up Day Sponsorship request is brought forward. 

SUPERVISOR DOLD MOVED TO APPROVE A $150 SPONSORSHIP REQUEST, PAYABLE TO TKI, TOM KRAEMER INC 

FOR THE 2025 SPRING CLEAN UP EVENT COSTS AS REQUESTED. SUPERVISOR WILLENBRING SECONDED. 

MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 

B. 2026 Levy Discussion: there was a lengthy discussion on budget recommendations for the 2026 Levy which 

will be presented at the yearly board meeting for recommendations and approval from the Wakefield 

membership. 

C. 8:45 Board of Audit: The Board Supervisors reviewed invoices and payments for the 2024 audit. There were 

no discrepancies. SUPERVISOR DOLD MOVED TO APPROVE THE FINDINGS OF THE BOARD OF AUDIT REPORT, 

YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2024; FURTHERMORE, TO DIRECT THE CLERK TO POST THE FINDINGS TEN DAYS 

PRIOR TO THE MARCH 11, 2025 ANNUAL MEETING. SUPERVISOR WILLENBRING SECONDED. MOTION CARRIED 

3-0. 

D. Donna Stone has requested that the Board consider paving the gravel portion of Emerald Hill Road. The 

Board stated that the cost of paving that portion of the road is too high for the benefit.  No action taken at this 

time.  

11. Treasurer’s Report 

A. Treasurer’s Report and List of Bills as presented by Treasurer Backes. 

SUPERVISOR WILLENBRING MOVED TO APPROVE THE FEBRUARY 6, 2025 TREASURERS  REPORT AS 

PRESENTED; FURTHERMORE, TO APPROVE THE JANUARY 15, 2025, JANUARY 29, 2025 AND FEBRUARY 6, 2025 

LIST OF PAYMENTS AND DISBURSEMENTS (COLLECTED FROM JANUARY 1-31, 2025) AS PRESENTED BY THE 

CLERK AND TREASURER.  SUPERVISOR DOLD SECONDED. MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 

B. Year-end reporting will have new summaries for perusal. 

C. 2024 Audit has been moved to May in preparation for early completion. 

12. Sportsman’s Park – 

A. Management Agreement: Supervisor Garding along with other Sportsman Park board members will meet 

on February 23rd to discuss Management Agreement options. The Park Board Meeting is scheduled for 

February 24th. There are currently two bids for mowing and fertilizing and the WFTS board will review. 

Supervisor Willenbring said currently there are two bids for electrical updates. One from Electrical Installers 

for $3975 and Bertram for $5059.  SUPERVISOR WILLENBRING MOVED TO AWARD THE BID TO ELECTRIDCAL 

INSTALLERS TO INSTALL THE ELECTRICAL LIGHTING IN THE SPORTSMAN PAVILLION FOR $3975 PLUS $365 FOR 

A TOTAL COST OF $4335. SUPERVISOR DOLD SECONDED. MOTION CARRIED 3-0. The board is currently 

working on developing a fee schedule for park rental. 



13. Fire Department - John Willenbring 

A. Chain of Lakes Fire & Rescue – The team hopes to have the training center ready by March. They received a 

$15,000 training donation from Blattner's. In addition, one firefighter was injured on a service call. 

B. Cold Spring Fire Department – The Board discussed the ongoing proposal for WFTS to be assessed for Fire 

Department service to the WFTS residents. Nothing has been finalized, and our current contract is through 

2025. 

14. General Questions and Comments from Board of Supervisors 

15. SUPERVISOR DOLD MOVED TO ADJOURN. SUPERVISOR WILLENBRING SECONDED. MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 

TOWN CHAIR GARDING ADJOURNED THE MEETING AT 10:57PM. 

Respectfully Submitted, ￼     Approved by, 

 

/s/Addie Turkowski, Deputy Clerk    /s/Shawn Garding, Town Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: Items listed in the Consent Agenda are acted upon without discussion and are all approved with a single motion. When the Town Chair calls for a motion on 

the Consent Agenda, the Board Members may ask to have an item removed from the list for discussion later on the agenda. The meeting may be recorded as an aid 

to the Clerk for minute taking purposes. The approved minutes are the official record of the township. 

 


