MINUTES
WAKEFIELD TOWNSHIP SPECIAL BOARD MEETING
MARCH 31, 2025 6:30PM
22295 FROSTVIEW ROAD, COLD SPRING, MN 56320

1. Chair Dave Dold called the special meeting to order at 6:30PM and led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Board Members present: Supervisors Dave Dold, John Willenbring, Glen Stalboerger, Clerk Heidi
Stalboerger, Treasurer Cathy Backes and Deputy Clerk Kris Whittlef. Others present: Kevin
Dierkhising, Mark Stalboerger, Shawn Garding, Lonnie Drontle, Kurt Hemmesch and Adam
Gorres.

2. Agenda: MOTION BY SUPERVISOR WILLENBRING SECONDED BY SUPERVISOR STALBOERGER TO
APPROVE THE AGENDA AS PRESENTED. MOTION CARRIED 3-0.

3. Discussion of Sportsman’s Park:

A & B. Shawn Garding attended another meeting with the Cold Spring Area Youth Baseball
Association and the Cold Spring Flames group who stated that they lack volunteerism to
manage the park and would rather pay a fee to play at Sportsman’s Park. There may be a
potential for further discussion with a new president of the Cold Spring Area Youth Sports
Association (CSAYSA), which is due to rotate. Garding discussed a proposed fee amount of
$25/hour/field from CSAYSA. Garding stated that the Over 35 Men’s League indicated that they
want to play at the Sportsman’s Park beginning the 2" week in May, every other Wednesday.
The fee that they paid in recent years was $350 for the season. Garding still wanted to talk to
the Flames (girls’ softball) about their interest in playing at the park or if they would be
interested in managing the park. Garding had no clear indication if the Over 35 Women’s
League is interested in playing at the park this year or if they would be interested in managing
the park. Garding will ask Tammy Garding for previous schedule and payment arrangement
from last year. The group discussed the maximum use of the fields by the groups mentioned.
Kurt Hemmesch reiterated that the youth baseball group is not interested in managing the ball
park but may be interested in mowing the park in lieu of payment or partial payment. The
group discussed what the teams would be expected to maintain or take care of regarding the
ball park before or after games, like dragging the field and maintaining the bases. The group
discussed an agreement for the concession stand. Garding and Hemmesch will ask the youth
group if they would be willing to help with field care and maintenance. The group also
discussed the need for refuse disposal and bathroom use availability and cleaning. The group
discussed the difference in cost to rent porta potty’s versus hiring someone to open/close and
clean the bathrooms.

C. Supervisor Willenbring introduced Bruce from Midwest Playscapes. Bruce gave a
presentation on playground equipment, reviewed surface material, ADA compliance and



hardscapes outlining the playground area. The group discussed the longevity of the equipment,
maintenance and cost of equipment as well as the cost of installation and maintenance.
Willenbring stated that he has done some inspection of the well and septic on the parcel by the
river that services or serviced the pavilion. Willenbring spoke to Ben Anderson, Stearns County
Parks Department, about using some of the grant funds for septic and well updates rather than
playground equipment. Anderson stated that the request to revise the budget for the use of
the grant funds would have to be approved by the County Park Board. Anderson offered to
have this item on the April 9, 2025 or future agenda if the township would request a change.
Willenbring will work with Stearns County Environmental Services and septic designer to move
forward with updates to the well and septic for the pavilion. Willenbring will also continue to
work with volunteers, contractors and the building inspector on scheduled updates to the
pavilion. The group agreed that the safety, health and welfare of our residents or those who
use the park is the top priority.

The group discussed the parcels located in Sportsman’s Park. The parcel on which the pavilion
and west ballfield is located are the same parcel ID number. Clerk Stalboerger previously
researched the combination of the east and west ballfield, rather than the west ballfield
attached to the pavilion parcel, to identify the parcel location and address for EMS response.
The group directed the Clerk to move forward with the parcel ID updates as stated.

Supervisor Stalboerger questioned if a park is included in the townships mission statement or if
this is going to be problematic and expensive for years to come. He inquired if the township is
still looking for a 501(c)3 organization to manage the park, as it was from the inception of the
park until the Sportsman’s Club organization dissolved. Stalboerger further stated that the
electors of the township overwhelmingly instructed the Board that they were not to spend
township funds on the park until the funds were available. Supervisor Dold questioned who is
in charge of the Park Committee. Supervisor Willenbring stated that since no 501(c)3 group is
interested in managing the park, he proposed forming a group called “Friends of the Park” and
then using the ROCORI Area Community Foundation or the Kraemer’s 501(c)3 status to operate
the park. He stated that the “Friends of the Park” can manage the park and the township
would own the park. Stalboerger suggested that the Board consider selling the park to a non-
profit or not for profit organization to respect the voice of the electors from the past two
annual meetings. Shawn Garding noted that there are people in the township who want the
park but didn’t come to the annual meeting and the town board should listen to them as well.
Supervisor Dold stated that the town board should formally approach the Cold Spring City
Council to inquire if they would like to acquire the park, especially since they have a parks
department and the ability to fund the parks department through charitable gambling. Shawn
Garding inquired if Stearns County would be willing to buy or take over the park. Adam Gorres
was asked if the St. Cloud Disc Golf group would be interested in managing the park. Gorres
stated that they are a Disc Golf organization and therefore, they are in no position to buy and



manage the park, however, they would be willing to pay for use of the park or pay for hosting
tournaments in the park. Kevin Dierkhising stated that early on, Jim Dwyer was on the Park
Committee. His organization of the park was to form a mission statement and appoint groups
to subcommittees to manage, raise funds (including an endowment fund) and plan activities.
Treasurer Backes reminded the group and cautioned that the township is unable to solicit
donations or fundraise for the park. The group agreed that since the township does not have a
parks department, owning a park is creating a dilemma. The group reviewed the January 27,
2025 meeting with Tim, Brian and Tom Kraemer. Supervisor Dold stated that he spoke with the
Kraemer’s the day after they attended the township meeting. Kraemer stated that they felt
resistance from the town board. Kurt Hemmesch stated that he felt good about moving
forward with the park after the township received a matching grant, but there are far more
expenses than funds available to the township. Shawn Garding stated that he would visit with
the Kraemer’s again about taking over the park. The group agreed that the current goal is to
put the playground and septic system upgrades on hold.

D. Adam Gorres gave an update of the Disc Golf Course. Gorres stated that the group
continues to work on tee pad locations and as soon as the weather allows, the tee pads can be
installed. Gorres shared ideas about fund raising or getting sponsors for the baskets. Gorres
admitted that not having water/well or bathrooms/septic is a problem and needs to be
addressed. Gorres is working with the Clerk to get a 911 number installed at the driveway
entrance off of County Road 2 for the disc golf location. Gorres stated that he works for
Coldspring (formerly Cold Spring Granite) and would check with the new president of
Coldspring for a donation. Again, the group discussed the inability for Minnesota Townships to
solicit donations. Gorres stated that the dis golf group is happy with the design, location of tee
pads and baskets. The group discussed the cost of installation of tee pads and baskets, need for
road access point and parking for the course, refuse disposal and grass maintenance.
Willenbring stated that he has been working with a local well company to try to revive the sand
point well. The group encouraged Willenbring to have the water tested and to inquire with the
County if a sand point well is safe or legal for consumption.

Kevin Dierkhising stated that there are old picnic tables, a bar and old refrigerators that need to
be disposed of. Dierkhising will organize a group to load up the items and dispose of at TKI.
The group discussed who has keys for the park: Gene Welle, Kevin Dierkhising and John
Willenbring. The group will meet again on April 28, 2025 at 6:30 pm at the Wakefield Town
Hall, 22295 Frostview Road, Cold Spring, Minnesota. The township board will meet with them
in April for the last time, thereafter, Supervisor Willenbring will give updates to the Board as the
committee liaison.

4. MOTION BY SUPERVISOR STALBOERGER SECONDED BY SUPERVISOR WILLENBRING TO
ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 9:37 PM. MOTION CARRIED.



Respectfully submitted, Approved by:

/s/Heidi M. Stalboerger, Clerk /s/Dave Dold, Chair



